
 

 

Term 1, Week 8, 15
th

 March,  2017 

March 

    17 St. Joseph’s Day 

18 Murgon Show 

21 Harmony Day 

21 Castra Yr 1 

27 Term Awards 

28 Caritas Day 

29 Indonesian 

Dance Dt. Mary’s Yr 4-6  

31 Holy Week  

Story begins 9.00am 

    31 Last Day Term 1 

April 

18 Pupil Free 

    19 Term 2 Begins 

 21 Yr 6 Leadership 

Day Nanango    

   24 ANZAC DAY 

Liturgy 

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to Week Eight!  

It is hard to comprehend, that we are already thinking                                          
about Easter and the school holidays. Reflecting on our                          
learning this term, it is wonderful to see the growth in                                    
our students, both cognitively and socially.                                        
Most importantly, the greatest achievement is the                                              
enthusiastic way students are approaching learning and the change in their 
growth mindset, which now reflects an attitude of ‘I can do it’ and ‘I can 
achieve’.  

Enhancing our Catholic Identity….  

St Joseph’s Primary School is a Catholic school; we are not a private school or an          
independent school. We share the same curriculum as every other Australian school 
and our approach to education is a holistic one, where every child receives an                         
education encompassing all their needs, infused with the richness of the Catholic faith 
and values essential for future success. 

It is no surprise that our world is increasingly becoming secular and many students have 
not experienced the richness of a faith (or have another faith) and as a Catholic school 
we are sensitive to each child’s journey.  Catholic schools and Catholics in general are 
being asked to consider how to ‘be Catholic’ in this secular world and for schools we   
are always seeking ways to Enhance our Catholic School Identity. 
 

“Catholic Identity is borne of the encounter between faith, life and culture. It deeply 
permeates all structures, processes, relationships and the learning and teaching      
context in  a way that offers all students lifelong meaning and purpose” (BCE Strong   
Identity). 
 

As a Catholic school, St Joseph’s is exploring the particular Catholic identity, we see in 
our school. Parents and our community members are voices from whom we would like 
to hear. In the near future we will be sending out an invitation to engage in a survey. 
The feedback from the survey will assist us as we strive to ‘lead, engage and teach with 
a reconceptualised Catholic world-view’. 

Wondai Art Gallery  
Thank you to those who were able to attend the Wondai Art Gallery opening and were 

able to see some of the St Joseph’s art pieces. A special thank you to Abigail 

Cook  Rollings, who not only explained some of the art pieces, but also had the 

privilege of cutting the ribbon. 

Show Display 
We are in the process of creating our show display, showcasing our students’ work. Be 
sure to have a look at St Joseph’s display at the Murgon show. 



 

 

Principal’s Message continued 

Reading 
Research shows that learning to read is one of the most important factors in school success and that an early 

exposure to books and stories substantially contributes to success in early literacy.  There are strong links be-

tween literacy, school performance, self-esteem and life chances, with poor literacy skills being linked with 

lower education, earnings, health and social outcomes. Children who are good readers are usually successful 

learners. 

 

“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” – Margaret Fuller 
 

Assembly 
 

It is fantastic to see an increase in the number of parents attending assembly on a Monday    
afternoon at 2:30pm.  
 

March 
 

20th March-Assembly 2:30pm in the Church 
 

Lollypop Crossing Supervisor  
 
Thank you very much to Mrs Peterson who supervises our Pedestrian 
crossing in all weather conditions, five days of the week.  Pedestrian 
crossings allow adults and children to cross the road safely. 
Please ensure you and your child use the crossing at all times. Please 
observe your speed in the school zone. 
 

Wishing you all health and happiness. 

                                           

Tracey Gerrard  Principal       

 

 
 

Could you please put a piece of fruit in your child’s lunch box each day.  The children are given time for 

Munch and Crunch.  This is a  time for students to ‘refuel’ on fruit and ‘rehydrate’ with water.  Students 

who are not hungry and are well hydrated perform better in the classroom and show increased concentration.  

Fruit filled students produce fruitful work! 

A Couple of Handy Hints for Treating  the Dreaded Head Lice  

Saturate the hair with Coconut  Oil and cover the head with a shower cap. Leave it on overnight and wash it 
out with regular shampoo the next morning. This leaves the hair silky and without lice. If the infestation is 
bad, do this again a second night. It really works. 
Saturate the hair with conditioner, leave for a few hours and comb through the hair with a fine comb.   



 

 

APRE News 

During Lent, we are asked to live out the ‘Greatest commandment of the law’, the love of God 
and the love of one’s neighbour.  
 

During this time, may Lent be a time of making a difference in the lives of 
others.  
 

This week we learn about Martina. For Martina, a mother of eight, escaping 
domestic violence was the first step in her journey to a new life. Uma PAS, 

the shelter where she sought refuge, is a partner in Caritas Australia’s  Protection Program, 
a holistic community-wide program that offers women like Martina economic empower-
ment and a life of safety in a supportive community.  

 

Next week we learn about Uncle Richard. First Australian, Uncle Richard was taken from his 
family as a child under policies that gave rise to the Stolen Generations. Uncle Richard was 
taken to Kinchela Boys Home (KBH) in NSW, and spent his childhood there. Today he is 
part of the KBH Aboriginal Corporation (KBHAC), established by KBH survivors to reconnect 
with one another and begin a healing and truth telling process for themselves, their        
families, and the wider Australian community. Caritas Australia supports KBHAC.  

 
 

Thank you for the generous support everyone has given to the start of 

Project Compassion, this Lent. For every $5 raised at St Joey’s, a heart 

is put on the window of the APRE office. The window is starting to look 

full of love. We have raised just over $100. Let’s see if we can add 

more hearts this week and truly live the theme of Caritas, to LOVE 

YOUR NEIGHBOUR.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our Faith Leadership Group as they continue to sell icy cups this Thursday. During Week 10, the 

Faith Group will be holding a Caritas Carnival on Tuesday 28th. For a gold coin donation, the students will be 

able to join in the fun that the Year 6 leaders will provide. Some activities that are planned are: colouring     

competition, guess how many ‘gems’ in the jar, obstacle course, capture the flag and games on the court. 

Thank you to our Faith Group for their leadership and thank you for your support for this worthwhile cause!    



 

 

APRE News continued 

ICAS – Education Assessment Australia  

Our school is taking part in ICAS in 2017. ICAS is an independent, skills-based assessment program which   

recognises and rewards student achievements. A permission note was sent home with the last newsletter. 

for those who were interested, These tests are voluntary and at the discretion of parents. If you want your 

child to participate, please return the permission note by 29th March. If you have any further questions about 

the assessments, there is a very informative website made available to participants: www.eaa.unsw.edu.au  

Have a wonderful fortnight, 

Jess Marshall   Assistant Principal, Religious Education  
 

A day without laughter, is a day wasted – Charlie Chaplin  

St. Joseph's Feast  Day 
This Friday 17th March, our school community will gather to celebrate St Joseph. Our school is named after St 

Joseph. St Joseph was the foster father of Jesus. His hard-working, gentle, humble approach to his life          

continues to inspire us today. You and I are asked to work for Jesus in different ways in our world today. We 

pray that like St Joseph, we will do this work willingly and enthusiastically. We will begin our celebrations with 

a whole school mass at 9.30am followed by the sharing of our school cake. Our Years 5, 3 and 1 students will 

be assisting Fr Subin with leading this Mass. Everyone is welcome to join us in our celebrations.  

Take a Stand Together: National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence 

Our school has registered to be part of the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence, being held 

nationwide this Friday. St Joseph’s is dedicated to creating supportive school environments and we send 

clear messages that bullying is not okay, at any time. To take a stand together in support of this day,           

students will be involved in afternoon rotational activities that require cooperation, team work and getting 

along. We promote these qualities every day, but this day gives us the opportunity to celebrate and            

reinforce our beliefs. These activities are being organised by our senior leaders. For more information on this 

day, feel free to visit: https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/nationalday  

Harmony Day - Tuesday 21
st

 March 

Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It is about inclusiveness, 

respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. The message of Harmony Day 

is “Everyone Belongs”. It is timely that this day falls so soon after Bullying No 

Way day. At St Joseph’s we are proud of our cultural diversity and reflect on 

the importance of respecting each other and our differences. Watch this space as we develop a collective art 

piece to show how everyone in our school belongs. This is to remind us that our cultural diversity is one of our 

greatest assets and we are stronger because of it.  

Easter Raffle   

Thank you kindly to everyone for selling Raffle tickets, please return tickets sold or unsold by 

March 24th. Remember it’s also Free Dress day on the 24th March and for the privilege 

please bring in an Easter Egg to contribute to the Raffle. 

http://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/nationalday


 

 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Week 6         S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       Week 7 

Prep Jakyrah Alberts Prep Riley Schulz 

Year 1 Danielle Camp Year 1 Daniel Aubrey & Izack Perkins 

Year 2 Kane Kelly Year 2 Brooke Purcell 

Year 3 Mary Aubrey Year 3 Ty Smith 

Year 4 Jaime McEffer & Bella Barrett Year 5 Sandra Byers 

Year 5 Kaylah Bligh Year 6  Latisha Byers 

Year 6  Nathan Roderick Keep up the good work students! 

 Greetings to our March Birthday Students 

Prep Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Riley Schulz  23rd Catelyn Purcell  2nd 
Dylan Druery  11th 

Jaime McEffer 
22nd 

Abigail Rollings   
3rd  

Riley Robinson    9th 
Nathan Rodrick 22nd 
Lily Housden      30th 

 Tuckshop  



 

 

Classrooms Tweets  

The Maths learning in last week had us     

using our skills and knowledge outside the classroom. 
We all made paper planes and measured how far our 
planes flew.  The students used metre wheels to   
measure the distances and they also marked out a    
ruler on the ground. They were then able to measure 
the flight distances of their planes. This task also      
provided an opportunity for some great team work   
inside the classroom. 

Students have been exploring the lives of a number of 
different people during the Founding of Australia and the 

First Fleet. By stepping into their shoes, the students have written wonderful letters as if they 
were the character. We have also tried our hand at creating posters that represent some of the 
things we have learnt and how the students see our country.  



 

 

Classrooms Tweets  

Year 5 have settled   

 back into 
normal school routine after a 
fantastic time at camp. We       
enjoyed all the new experiences 
camp had to offer and                
developed our teamwork skills 
through a range of activities. The 
beach was one of  the highlights 
and we all enjoyed body board-
ing in the sea. Now, we have       
returned and are working hard 
in all our academic endeavours.  

 

In year 6  we have 
been 

working very hard in the class-
room in all learning areas! We 
have been working especially 
hard during Maths, using a       
variety of strategies to solve our 
problems. In English, we have 
been deconstructing several 
characters, through characteri-
sation from our book, Holes. In 
Religion, we have been looking 
at the story of the Good            
Samaritan and how we can go 
out of our way to help others!  

Happy Birthday Riley 



 

 

Murgon Show  —  Come one come all!! Friday 17th & Saturday 18th March 

Our display at the Murgon Show is well worth taking a look at while you are at the Show.   

Your children's work will be on display for all to see.  

The Kangagang, providing award winning children’s entertainment, will be performing at the 

Murgon Show from 9.30am to 11.30am. Sounds like fun! See you there. 

 

Parish Mass Times            
Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs,                         

Parish Administrator  

Weekday Masses: 5.30pm, 

Wednesdays, Wondai Mass, 

5.30pm, Thursdays,                        

Murgon & 9.30am, Fridays, 

Murgon 

SUNDAY 19TH MARCH 

Murgon     8.00am 

Goomeri  10.00am 

SATURDAY 18TH MARCH 

Proston   8.00am 

Wondai   6.00pm 

Remember, you can see your children’s Art work displayed at the Wondai Art Gallery during 

the month of March.  Free Entry.  


